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H E late hap: A U- 
' , Nnion-between Two pre- | 
Vauling Parties 5 


. Ur, iS 4 fi Subj of Joy and 


ns Aa That Differen- 
ces, which hve 'been munaged 


_ With.too mach heat for ſo: ma 


«, Tears . ſhould now be ſo. ha 
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To the Reader 


Jung -we - bave reaſon gratefully to 
acknowledge 5 that the Country 
ſhould ſo readily and unantmouſly * 
. agree with their Brethren in the | 
Grey on "the ſame Terms, © and 
throughout the whole Nation 
there ſhould be ſuch a willing 
conſent to'lay afide thoſe diſtin- | 
_ -guiſhing ' Names and Terms 
.. *which have hitherto ſo miferably 
divided ut : Theſe things afford. 
ſufficient matter for praiſe , to 
that God who rules the Hearts © 
of Men, and ſtills the ragmes of © 
J People. wks fa , 
that ſome Abler Pen. ſhaild pub- 4 
bickly expreſs the Countries Senſe 


of thes great Merey ; 1 ſaid, Days | 
ſhould ſpeak; and"Mu eitude | 
DEL of 


To the Reader. 


| . of Years ſhould teach Wiſ- 
.dom ;_ But there is a Spirit 
| in Man, and the inſpiration 


_ | of the Almighty giveth chem 


| -neral uſe. hope the 


underſtanding , 7#b-32. 7, 8: 
Being invited by my Brethren to 
Preach before them on this occa- 


4 fron, 1 compoſed the following, 
{ Meditations, and have now 


made them S's for more. pen, " We 


the weakneſs and re 

of . the Manager. -T. as willen 

to. believe. that Irenicums wil/ 
now be more acceptable than they 
have hitherto been in, this wrang- ' 
|, ling, divided Aye, and the Sons 
|. of Peace will be no longer liable 
| "-Y to 


_ To the Reader. 

to 'Reproach and Scorn., O how: 
bappy would it be if this Union 
were more exrenſive , and an 
end- were 'put to that Ceremo- 
nidus War that- bath - infefted 
our Borders ever fuice the Refor= 
mation! God ſeems by his Pro-- 
vidences to make way for ſuch 
ging _ ; he bath no: Þ}: 
_tong ſince (by putting tus m und |} 
IF, Our Commun Ter enclined 
us. to be "more favourable one to- 
wards another : He bath by ſur- 
prizing Providences xa to 
the Throne a Prince of known 
Piety and Moderation, who | 
bath placed ſuch m the Epiſcopal * 
Chairs as are Men Famons for 
their bealing truly Chriſtian 
Spirits: 


To;the Reader. 
Spirits 3 apr have 
You vſed i hog ” that inun- 
dation of up s and Pro- 
phaneſs, which bath fo wofully 
overrun our... Land. Al theſe 
are happy. Preparations. a Yer 


neral* Union, 'and* ble OL prefer as 
8h that. God bath yet De 


Hearty Prayers , Holy Lives, 
and endeared Longs Let us main- 
tain-an_ unity in Love and At- 
febtton, though we afrive not at 
Uniformity in Rituals., - and 
the Ceremonial parts of Rel:- 
gion, Ina word, to conclude all 


A - with: 


To theiReader. 
with the: Expreſſions of excellent 
Biſhop Hall, Let as be at Peace 
with our 4 i , and at War. 
with none but Hell: and Rome. 

That theſe. Diſcourſes may be 
ſome way uſeful for. the advance- 
ment of Love and Peice' is the © 

vn Go Prey r PA } Lo: =] I 


1 The. 


HE oy 8 


+ FThel.'s. 13; * 


| And be at Pence among youy 


WY. 4 a 
+ * 


. | 4 | fi \ 
TJ Otwichſtanding . the fre- 
ane 1t-cCOmmanas Or OU 


| fions of all his Apoſtles 3 yet how 
j apt we are to forget and over- 
look them all , our unpeaceable 
Strifes and cenſorious uncharitable 
Contentions,are too ſad a Witneſs. 
Though our God be the God of. 
# Love, and our Saviour the Prince 
' of Peace, and Love be the laſt 
Legacy and earneft-Requeſt of our - 
dying Redeemer; yet he that be- 
holds the bitter malice and envy, 
wrath ' 


4: - 
£3 
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wrath and unchriſtian Jars of the-/ 


Profeſſors of the. ſame Faith, and 


Followers of the ſame Bleſſed Je-* 
ſas, muſt needs think it his great. 
Duty to attempt the reviving that 


Love which is very. much decay- 


ed, and that Charity which hath 
almoſt forſaken the Earth : When 
we ſee the Blood, and- feel the ' 
Smart, and hear the Noiſes of . 
To mg noon, armed with ./ 


perſuade the mag, me | 


to ceaſe thoſe Strifes, and forbear 
thoſe hot Contentions which da. 


ſo.much diſhonout God, diſparage -/ 


Religion, grieve our Friends, and 
make ſuch ridiculous fport for our 


Enemies. That therefore I may en- 


deavour to allay theſe unnatural 
heats and diforders, I have choſen 
the Words read; and it St. oo 
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| had any reaſon in'' thoſe early A- 


ges of Chriſtianity, (when Love ' 


'] moſt flouriſhed , and Chriſtians 


| were moft peacefully united to- 


gether,) to call upon them-to- be 
at Peace among themſelves z ſure- 
ly we have now far greater occa- 


{ fron to do fo, fince Chriſtianity is 


} broken into ſo many odious fra-' 


24 ions and by-narnes, and every 


4] Hittle difference is apt to provoke 
+4 onr Anger, and cauſe our Paſſions 


#4 to boy} op to too exceſlive heights. 
7 God hath indeed Hatly favoured 


| us by his Providence, by now 


A 


calming our Spirits, removing our 
Jealouftes and Mif-underſtandings 


one of another, and reconciling 


4} thoſe Differences which have un+« 


happily divided us-many Years: 
So that now we can ſtrengthen 


one anohers Hands in the work. 
| of our Lord, and glory in the title 


of United Brethren : We are now 
come together ſolemnly to teſtify 
our 


(4) | 
oor ThankfulneG to God for this: 
happy Union, which many of us 
have long ſighed, and prayed ,: 
and waited, and laboured for in} -; 

' vain. Suffer me therefore to ſhew-} | 

| 
| 


you the nature and excellencies} : 
. of Peace, and dire& my felf and 
\ you to thoſe. Goſpel . methods. 
whereby our Happineſs may be} 
continued and promoted 3 be at: 
Peace among your ſelves. | 
For the connexion of theſe.. 
Words, we need go nag. 
Aoki” having. rerfnded the: 
Theſalowiexs ton gt reſpet ta -: 
their Miniſters and Spiritual Guides. , 
for their Works fake, exhorts them 
here as/a means: to this, to be at-; 
| Peace among themſelves; as if he 
ſhould have faid, unpeaceable difſ--} 
orders will grieve your Miniſters , 
hearts, detrat from that juſt e- 
ſteem, which is due to their Ofhce, 
and render their labours often «a | 
els 


bes? Maa SA 28-8 


+» dS RAT FF © A@R: 
- s - 
* P 4c 


C5) 
Jeſs and unfacceſsful z therefore be 
at Peace among your ſelves. 
The Words are plain and eafie | 
| im __ and eee rather an 
4 hearty -Meanation, an diligent 
| improvement, "than any ive 
| Explication. 
1 The Obſervation[ſhall raiſe from 
2 the Words is this, 
'That it is the duty and ſhould 
{| be rol orga of Chriſtian 
3 Churches to be at Peace among 
themſelves. _- 
In KY whereof, I hall uſe 
} this Method. 


T. = wg bbs nature _ Peace. 


- The namic of Place. 
| _T; Peace implics a box eoGIPY » 
: ver 


(6) | 
ver irregular Paſſions 3 - ungover- 
nable Luſts are the great 
Famer 4. 1. Makebates and __ | 
ders; he that hath n 
attained a Government over 'his 
Paſſions,. is unprepared for Peace: 
Selfiſhneſs and Pride, Coverouſaeſy - 
and Ambition , Envy and Malice F 
and Revenge are the bitter Fruigg 
that grow upon the ſtock of our 
TM Natures, and are the fad occa-} 
fion of 'all' the diſturbances 'ir 
Church and'State, and have | 
_ dered* Chriftendom-'a Field of 
Blood. Tilt theſe Luſts are the 
fore ſabdued, and we have gain» 
ed a victory within, ' outward 


Pods 5 RR I Sc iry 


(7) 

| 2. Peace” implies: hearty Love 5 
| "tis very hord and difficult long to 
maintain Peace: with thoſe we do 
ot -not. heartily love, -and utterly im- 
is} {poſſible 1o0- keep it up witly thoſe 


hatez ' Peace - without Love: is 
; bling, and Peace- with Hatred an | 
t _ Infidions cover nes - 
" - f Fooce, .and Hatred the 'Foun- 
Tm rain of Diſcord and Violence: If 
n-/ we would-therefore- forbear-+ and 
1 forgive one another , "aid let the 
Peace of God enle-in. our Hearts, 
-we | maſt above. all \ ©. - 
1 put on! Chari- Cil.3. 12,13,t14- 

4 ty" as” gn Robe, ” 23-6. 
&} -our beſt 
rs andthe Lively of -Chri-' 

5 frians-- 1s- indeed the diſtin- 
guiſhing bade. -of Chriſt's 'trae 
"Diſciples, whelens the Diſciples 'of 
*"the Phariſtes were known by the 
broadnels of - their ae 


(8) | 
and enlarging/the Borders of their 
Garments3 and of John rye | 
by. their Leanneſs, contrafted.Þy | 

| Rinenge Chriſt wquld have” po 
. known;.; by their pneillemb «| 
Love , vunfeigned Aindaeſs ,.@ CL. 
obliging Condeſcenfions for: cacks; 
others-goad. /: | "Y 


3 our Words, and acerny) 
omiles 5; in none un ? 
gs 5c Eſtates by. fraudulent In- 
croachments ,- or -in their goody 
Names by. flanderous- Reports, is* 
.a rent conſerver of Peace, and 


(9) 


©: keeps off thoſe Concorgions which 
1 otherwiſe will unavoidably ariſe. 


A.tender Compafhion to thoſe in, 

Want, and hearty readineſs to ad- 

vice and afhſt, relieve 

and comfort:-qne ano-  Gzl. 6. 19: 

ther according to our #..23. 15- 

particular Exigencies 

and Wants, is alſo very neceſſary 
to the TEN Pee 

Brethren. .., 


and required of every 1 Pee. Le. 
Chriſtian :. Chriſt in- 

deed came into -the World to 
+ ſweeten our Paſſions , ag 
Natures, abate the ou 


<>» me edgy, 
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(10), 


iriditcation of a Mind averſe from 
. Peace, and provokes diſdain in 
others : But on the contrary, re- - 


ſpe&fn} Geftnres ,* courteous Lan- 
guage, civil Salurations, and an af 
table Behaviour, areaccompanied 
with fach' winnin 


can reſiſt: And when « Mans ways 
; thus pleaſe the Lord, they will pleaſe 
Men too; and our nemies will 


=. by 4 Texce with we, Prov. r6. 7. 


5 candid and fa- 


''5; Peace i 
yourable Op 


ritable Sormiſes ſevere Re- 


prehenſjons , and unkind Miſcon- 


ſiradon of our Nei nero 


a . tend mi they. 
and ſtir up 


L's equity in our Cendires, atoms ; 
' in otr Reprooks, putting the beſt” 


Conſtrution , and making ' 
the moſt favorable interpreta- 
tion of -onr., ibours Carriage : 


Charms as few-. 


: 


and: Behaviour, i Is the fipeſt way Ao 


Cu) 
Chriſtianity indeed teacheth us to 
be very ſevere in. obſerving our 


| own! Sins, but very favourable in 


"da-the Devils Work, 7 
ers of Hearts, that they may "he. 
come Accuſers of the Brethren. 
| 2briſtian hath fo much 
to do x Chime, that he hath ve- 
ry little leiſure to look abroad 5 
' is ſoimployed in covering his own 
Deformities, that he hath not time 
to gaze on- the” nakednefs, of 0- 
thersz hides his rs Faults 
bernie poffible ie Fi of ta 
makes a allowances that 
the nature of the afion will bear 

will not conchide ha Hl A 
_ mevident fign, ah 
nah's Fervency. concl 


(12) 

one particular a& conclude an;Ha- 
bit, nor call that a Mortal Plague, _ 
which may be only. 
xe:.7.1. one of the Spots of | 
Jenny oy God's Children :- Nor | 
- . x. will he pre-jadge a” 

ws Sinners "fature _ 'F 
Hur pi p L 5 pray for him,and ſeek. | 

m.to Repentance. 

"2 Peace: implies +reſtraint of | 
Progntictned.s if. we would be 2 
yet and at fda we muſt wind 


Byuſneſs, 1 Theſ. 4-11.) 

Tha Thoſe that impertinently meddle' ? 
ings .beyond 'their Sphere 
Ai, are diforderly W. alkers, ; 


LEED x1. out.of their pro-./ 
and ſtation, are like 1bins 


tht el as Bus £4 be Ears, Prov. | $ { 11 


ger af & b £ 
eurn upon them and bite them. 
He is therefore no Peaceable Mind--: 


<< hot hoes: the Biba em al 


*# 


=. - - 

2 General. | 

The advantages of Peace in 
1 Chriſtian Charches. . 

I, This renders the Church moſt 
4 like to-God 3- he is the .God" of 
Y Paxce, the Father of Mercies, and 
{ not. only fall of Love; but/ove 3t 
1 x Johz 4.16, He is all thatis 

ood in the moſt eminent degree, 

he is love in a more efpecial 
_ peculiar manner 3 though all 
I bis Attribates be infinite; yet his 


} Love and Goodneſs is peauliarly x 


þ rs The beſt deſcrip 

1 we can frame of him inour "Minds, 

4 or ,whereby we can repreſent him 

| to-athers, is, that he is Omnipo- | 

F ime; Alwiſe, Immutable Goodneſs; 
T under the -old' Feſtament ; ] dif 
'I penfation of Terr6t, whetthe Ri- 
x ches of Divine Love were not diſ-- 
4 poyed, et even <p he yon 
h as reateſt Ory, 
Fand the moſt e A 
4 Rooney. of his Nattire, £43457. 


(14) 
And now what better way i 
there for his Church te 
Eph. 5. 1.2. belike him, than to be 
at Peace and abound 
all mutnal Offices of Kindneſs ani 
Love ? 
"2, Peace I the Churches great t 
eſt Beauty and. Q 
Prov. 20. 3 Ment 3 *twas this com 
Þ/al. 133. 1. mended Chriſtiapit' 
old 3 hence [af 
were called not Chriſtiani, q 
Chreftiani , from a Greek Worg 
figntying their. benignity a 
ſweetneſs of Diſpoſition : And & 
how the Chriſtians love one' anoth 
was 4” common ' Proverb int 
'Mouths of Heathens themſeIve 
What can be more glorious thy 
to behold the moſt harmoniat al 
Union and Communion of Saij 
in the pleaſant ways of true \ 
dom ands. Goodneſs ! Rage aj 
Fury may be the excellencies' 
_ but Peace and Love is 
Oornhame <#> 


ns << FPMNE3seS yn wha ppg a... 
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ornament of Men. How calm is 
A the Mind, how ſerene the Coun- 
4 tenance, how chearful the Dilſ- 


tf conrſe, how ſweet the Sleep, and: 


@ how full of Content is the whole 
7 Life of the. Peaceable Minded 
& Man! How lovely a melody in the 
i Ears of God and Men, doth an Aſ- 
= /embly of ſuch Chriſtians make when 
8 anited' together in afFs of Religious 
« Worſbip ! How much more plea- 
W fant are the ſmooth and even ways 
© of Peace, than the rugged” Paths 
ae of Diſcord and,Contention ! Is it 
* not much more delightful to be- 
* hold the Heavens ſtmling upon us 


W with a ſerene and chearfut Coun- 


© tehance, than ' frowning with 
w Clouds, or big with Storms and 


of Thonder ? Is it not much more | 


W ſweet to' fail in a quiet and calm 
#* Sea , than to be toſt_ about with 
na rm = and be continually in 
$ fear of every rolling unruly Wave 
W to bear Harmonious Sounds, than 


(16) 
grating Janglingsz and to dwell 
in a well, Governed City, thaniin 
a wild and ſavage Wilderneſs? 
. Peace is the way to the crueſt}. 
Pleaſure, and indeed is it{elf the 
greateſt Felicity : : Hence the An- 
gels in their boly Anthem, when 
they wiſhed the greateſt Happi-! - 
neſs to Men, knew not how bet- 
ter. to expreſs their Senſe, than by 
ſaying, On Earth Peace, Good Will} 
to Men, Luke 2. 14. | 4 
3. Peaceis the Churches ſtrength; | 
Peace is the finew of Society, as) 
Mony is of War ; the Comment 
that holds the parts together, ang 
diſtinguiſhes the Congreſſes of! t 
Men from Herds of Beaſts, or! | 
| Which is as bad, the tumultuous! 1 
] 
[ 
r 
1 


Confuſions of the Rabble. Chris! 
ſtian Churches might be immortal; 
did they not kill themſelves by 
Diviſions 3 the deepeſt Woun Z 
| have been given to Chriſtiani 2 
in pe + Hou © of its prncndel 


«(| 


(17) 
Friends, by Herefies and Schiſms, 


a rending- and tearing the unity of 


the Body, He muſt be a great 
t Stranger in the Hiſtory of the 
>} Church, who knows not that it 
flouriſhed while it walk'd in love, 
and-injoyed Peace among its Chil- 
.dren; but the adding to the Foun- 
dation the Wood and Hay, and 
Stubble of their own' Inventions, 
#; and dividing thereupon, gave oc- 
| cafion to the riſe of Twrkand Pope, 
3 and all. the diſmal conſequences 
1 thereof. Diviſions ſtop'd the pro- 
greſs and crampY the 
a growth of Chriſtiani- av. 12. 26. 
x: ty, and hath ſo offRe- G6. 5. 15. 
; formed Chriſtianity 
to this day : The moſt ſucceſsful 


i-| policy of our. Enemies whereby 


a ny have done tis the greateſt - 
2 miſchief of all,hath been by toment- 
4 ing, incouraging and curſedly im- 


x; proving our inteſtine Feuds :-We 


# have fooliſhly put Weapons into 
C their 


« 


(18) 


their Hands, or rather been FE 


frroying our ſelves, while they have 
look'd on with Scorn and Laugh- 
ter. Were we bat peacefully uni- 
red among our ſelves, we ſhould 


mckly difſhearten onr Enemies, | | 


and kinghs at-all the -attempts- of 


4 


Rome and France and Hell for our 


rom and Deſtrudtion. Peace would! 


be a mighty Bulwark to defend us,! 
and would-berter prevent the In-} 
vaſions of our Foes, than' all -our: 


Wooden Walls on the Sea, or For-! 
ws Caſtles by Land. | 
. Peace tends to the comfort! 
of Ts Church 5 there can be no, 
comfortable commumon of Saints, 
no bearing each/-others burdens, 
no cominunicating the experience, 
of the workings of Gods Spirit in; 
one anothers Sous, of the anſwer. 
of our ſeveral Prayers, and vart. 
ous methods of God's dealings with: 
us in his different ways of Diſci: 
Pline and Comfort , fo-long as we 
are 


ae» - 
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(19) 
are at variance among. our felves. 
Wher! Souls groan ander the bur- 
den of Sin and Guilt, never was 
Drink ſo welcom to the Thirty 
: Traveller, as the converſe of truly 
Spiritual Chriſtians to reſtore ſuch 
in - the Spirit of Meekneſs, and 
ſpeak Peace unto them from” the 
Scripture and their own Expe- 
rience. But where Diviſions arg, 
this cannot be had, or f it be m 
: ſome meaſure, is often confined tb 
an inconfiderable Party, and each 
particular dwifion wants the aſi 
tance of the reſt 3 fo that 'the 
breach of their Catholick Love 
and Communion neceflarily makes 
a breach in their com- ' 
fort, and hinders the P5. 2,4, » 
mutual ſympathizing aſ- 
fiſting and comforting one ano» 
ther. 

5..Peace tends to. the inceeaſt 
of the Church 3 - when; 'our Lord 
Re repeated his Petitions: for Unity, 
re C 2 he 


(20) | 
he twice alledgeth one and the 
ſame reaſon , that the World might 


know that God had ſent him; John 

17. 21, 23: As if the union and} 
love of his Followers were the'} 
ſtrongeſt proof of the Divinity of | 
their Maſter, and the powerfulleſt | 
perſwafive to Jews and Heathens ! 
to acknowledge and receive him | 
for their Lord and Saviour 3 as 


if his excellent Docrin, admirable 


Precepts and extraordinary Mira-} . 


cles would not do without it 3 and 
indeed though Inſtrution be ne- 


ceſlary, and People periſh for want ? 
of Knowledge; - yet Inſtruction ! 
without Example will do little 
' good, and no Exekmple is more 0-! 

n to obſervation than that of: 

eace and Love, and the want; 
thereof in the Preachers of Truth 
makes the beſt Dofrin in their: 
Mouths ſuſpe&ted , hardens the | 


Wicked in their fin , and tempts 


many to Atheiſm: If you ſpeak} 


bs with; 
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| with diſagreeing Tongues, Unbe- 


lievers will ſay you are Mad, and 
ſit downin the Seat of the Scorner, 


| toallude to x Cor. 14. 23. 


6. Peace is a great means of E- 


| difying by the. means of Grace”: 
The Apoltle in Eph. 4.16. ſpeaks 
| of the cloſe and intimate Union 
| of the Body of Chriſt, as aneceſla- 


xy.means to receiving increaſe from 
Chriſt, and edifying it ſelf mlovez 
and Col. 2. 2. being knit together 


} *m love, is laid down ag a means to 


the full affurance of underſtand- 
ing, to the full practical perſwaftion 
of = Truth, and excellency of 
the Goſpel 3 and the want of this 
render'd the ſolemn Aflemblies of 
the Corinthians fruitleſs and bar- 
ren, I Cor. 11. 17. St. Paul charg- 


eth them with a fad miſcarriage in 


their Spiritual Traffick , growing 


worſe in the uſe of what ſhould 


have mads them better, the Holy 


| Jupper of LAG. and the 


3 reaſon 


(22) 


xeafotn is given Ver, 18. I hear there | 
be Diviſions among you. Diviſions | 


abate the-fervency of our Prayers, 


blunt the edge of our Devotions, | 


frze on the vitals of Chriſtianity, 


evaporate the he and power of 
Religion mn impertinent fquabble z |} 
and unlefs Almighty Grace pres | 
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vent, will quickly, ſpread like a | 


Gangrene, fo as to eat out the hears | 


thereof. ; 
7. Peace .in Chriftian Churches 


x an Emblem of Heaven; the more ! 
chat part of the Charch which is ! 


' Militant here below doth abound * 
m Love and Peace, the more it 
reſembles that part which is trium-": 
phant above : This is indeed the 
great diflcerence between Angels : 


afid Devils, Heaven and Hell ; the 
Devils have great degrees of 
Power and Knowledge , perhaps 
not much below what Angels 
have 3 but Angels and-Glorthed 


Saiats abound in Love, — : 
| and | 


(23) 


| Benignity , and live in the joyful 


uninterrupted exerciſe of mutual 
Endearments 3 whereas a Spirit of 
Malice and Envy, Hatred and Re- 
venge, is the very complexion of 
Satan, and temper of Hell. But 
O how happy will it be to-dwell 
i that Society, where there's no 
Miſtake or Envy , Ignorance or 
Prejudice, or carnal Intereſt to oc- 
cafion the leaſt. Jar or Diſcord, but 
all pure Peace, Seraphick Love 
and perfe& Harmony, as with God, 
fo alſo between themſelves; where 
the ſtrange Fire of miſguided Zeal 
is extinguiſhed by the more power- 
tul Flames of Heavenly Love, and 


' the unhappy names of dividing 


Secs are no more known ; where 


dark and deep Myſteries, little 
doubtful Truths , and ambiguous 
Words and Phraſes no longer oc- 
cation any Rrawls or Contentions; 
where Lather and Calvin and all 
the: Saints of God perfealy accord 

W % tOge- 


(24) 
together, ſpeak the fame Lans 
guage, join 1n the ſame Praites, and 
pleaſingly entertain and embrace 
one another, with all the endear- 
ments of intimate Friends and 
_ Companions. And as we long for 
this Bleſſed State, fo 'ti# our great 


Duty, and will be our Happineſsto ! 


fature joys by an enlarged love to- 


wards all Saints, and being at 


Peace among our ſelves. 
IL General. 


Dire@ions for the maintaining ! 


and promoting of Peace. 


1. Remove the Cauſes of un- | 
peaceableneſs3 the Effefts wilt not | 
be taken away, except the Cauſes ' 


ceaſe. This Difeafe will prove 


Mortal, and (till Torment us, exs- | 


cept the Fuel that feeds it be taken 
away 3 except that Generation of 


Vipers be ſlain, which hath for (6 
many Ages torn out the Bowels of ' 
our 


ler'down as much of Heaven on | 


Earth as we can, to anticipate our | 


' 


(25) 
our Common Mother, the Church, 
we muſt never expe& our wide 
breaches wilt be healed. I ſhall 
therefore take a ſhort view of thoſe 
Diſtempers, that have ſo miſera- 
bly infefted us, that the diſcovery 
may help to their Cure, and re- 
ſtore the primitive healthful Tem- 


; per of Chriſtianityz and while I 
; mention the Achaxs that have 


fickned our Camp , and infeted 
our 1ſ-ae/, Tbeſeech you, that you 
would caſt them out of your 
Hearts, and have no fellowſhip 
with theſe unfruitfuat Works of 
Darkneſs. Be afhamed of com- 
plaining for want of Peace, if you 
wiltully cheriſh that poyſonous 
Brood, that will otherwite prove 

your ruin. | 
1. Unmortifyed Sin. Ungodli- 
neſs is the great Divider 3 and nll 
we arepartakers of the ſame ſancti- 
fying Spirit, *tis impoſſible we 
. ſhould ' 


| (26) 
ſhould love as Brethren. , » -,, 
'Tis as poſſible. for the "© ,, 
Wolf to lie down with the Lamby 
as for Wicked Men to love the 
truly Godly. While we. will not 
work inthe ſame Vineyard, nag 
walk in the ſaine way, nor chulſg 


the ſame Imployment, nor. de | 
light in the ſame Spiritual .Dutics, | 


how can it be politble to agree toy 
gether? 'Tis a vain thing to..pres 


tend agreementin Articles of Faith, | 


white we will not lovingly agree 
m practical Holineſfs..*Tis 


highly anreaſonable for EY 
wicked Wretches to rail againſt | 


r 


Chriſtians (like Abab againſt El | 
Jah) as Troublers of Iſrael, when | 
they themſelves are the Grand In- ' 
cendiaries : Theſe Men,like Nero of | 
_ _old,'caſt Firebrands into the!San- ; 

' Qtuary, and then lay their guilt at | 


true Chriſtians Doors: They hold 


_ the moſtdamnable Errors,and pra» | 
tical Herefies, and thus render ' 
Union ' 


( 27) 


| Union-impoſlible : They pretend - 


pity tothe: Wounded Church, and 
yet throw away the Salve and 
Plaiſter that ſhould cure it : They 
complain *that the Garment of 
Chriſt is rent, and yet throw a- 
way the Needle that ſhould fow 
i up: They pretend to be grieved 


/ to ſee the ſpiritual Building ſhak- 
| ing, yet throw away the Lime and + 
: Mortar, the Pins and the Nails - 


that - ſhould" cement and join the  , * 
Parts together. Thns do they who: * 
cry up Love and Unity , and yet * 


|| hate Holineſs wherein - Chriſtian 
.* Union confiſts: To hear an Un- 
7 godly Man, who is really of no 
' Religion art all, bur againſt the 
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life and praftice of all, cry ont 
of the many ways of Religion a- 
mong Chriſtians, 1s as if a Black- 
moor ſhculd blame another for a 
Spot m his Face, or a Murderer 


?+ rebnke a Man for an angry Word, 


Follow Peace therefore with a/l Mer, 
and 


C28) | 
and Holineſs, without which no Man 
| ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. © 
 _ 2. Pride: This we find already 
arraigned by the wiſeſt of Men as 
the great Makebate and Troubler: 
of the World ; Prov. 13. 10. Only 
by Pride cometh Contention. As this 


is true of Civil Strifes, ſo more 


eſpecially of Religious or rather 


Irreligious Jars and Contentions 5 } 


Men are ſo Wile in thcir own Con-« 
ceits, that they are angry with e- 
very one that is-not of the. faine 
level, and impatient of Contra- 


diction ; while many are very hob | 
in Exclamations againſt the Poli- | 


tical Antichriſt , they obſerve not 
this Antichriſtian Temper in them- 
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ſelves; they are juſtly offended at ' 
other? for uſurping God's Prero-, | 
gative, ſitting in his Throne, and: | 


claiming a Title of Infallibility 5 
bat do not theſe Fools. envy the 


Pope, and like 4d delire to be: | 
God's that their Name may be } 
| | honour'd, 


"., *2o. 7 IN + ..8 » We, by a. wv '—"*. 


( 29 )- 


honour'd, and their Will be done 


through the Earth ? i Let us there- 
fore entertain an humble. ſuſpicion 
of our own Underſtandings, re- 
membring that an over confident 
perſuaſion of our own Knowledge 
is a certain ſign of Ignorance, and 
he that thinks he knows moſt, is 
commonly moſt miſtaken : 'Twas 
not for nothing that the wiſeſt of 
Men doth ſo ently give that . 
caution, Be not Wiſe in thy wwn 
Conceit, Prov. 3. 3. 26. 12.. 

3. Cenſoriouſneſs : The cenfo- 


 Tious Backbiter is the Devils Mi- 


niſter to Preach down Love, a- 
bate Charity, and exhort'to the 
hatred of the Brethren. Have not - 
our unnatural heats been @wing - 
to this original > Are not we too 
apt to cenſure thofe that agree not 
with us in every punGtilio, and rea- 


| dily take up an evil Report a- 


gainſt them ? Is not _ this contrary 


| to the lovely Grace of Charity, 


which 


% op 
which thinketh no Evil, miſcom| | 
{trues nat the Adions and Intens| 
tions of others, rejoyceth not i 
Iniquity, but believeth all things, | 
. and hopeth all things} ! 
Co, 13: 4.5 - is  unapt to beliewj - 
Eſa 173 + 1 without apparent | 
| grounds, and hopaj * 
as long; as there is any reaſon for} 1 
hope'? B 
' 4 Undue admiration of parti-} ' 
cular Perſons or Parties : This was} 
the Corinthian Error that divided 
and miſerably ſhattered that flou-? 
riſhiag Church 5 one liked the! 
Poe plainneſs of Pax!, ano-! 
ther the eloquence of: 
t Cir. 1/12, Apollos, and a third the; 
3-4. perſpicuityof Peter,and\ 
a fqurth was above all! 
outward Ordinances, . ad 
to the -1immediate Teachings of} | 
Chriſt. Upon this, they vilified| 
all others,” except thoſe that they?' 
| had fetup for an'Oracle : We may | 
vuppon | 
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=: 
fppoſe them diſptting one with 
another after this manner. ' 
One, I am of Pax}, did you 
neer hear Pax! Preach ? how clear- * 
- doth he nnfold the deep Myſte- 


nes of Salvation! bow ſweet 


doth he diſplay the unſcarchable 


Riches of Chriſt! bow convincingly 


doth he argne, and how excellent- 
ly doth he diret Mm the way to 
Satvation ! As for:Apollos, he guilds 
over his Diſcourfes with, ſpecious 


Hloquence and gaudy Bravery 5 


plainefſt Dreſs, which. beſt becomes 


* hers and as for Cepbas, he is in- 


deed' fit to Catechize weak -and 


* ignorant Chriſtians ; | but he tells. 
 menotfing but what'T knew be- 
' fore they therefgre ſhew them- 


ſelves Men of ſmall Judgment, that 


| are'for Apollos or Cephas ; I am for 


Paul. Another I' am of Apolles : 


| Let who will be for Paxl and Ce- 
| has; could: I fit alway under A- 


pollos 


(32) 
ollos his Miniſtry, how hap 
ould I be? How movingly do 
he Preach, with what a happy flu- 
ency doth he infinuate himſelf in- 
to his Hearers, and by his Pathe- 
tical Eloquence almoſt conſtrain 
attention ! One while he cloaths 
bis Speech in a Silken Dialect, dips 
each Word in a Tear, and ſteeps 
each Phraſe in Hony, that he may 
win on his Anditorsz another 
while, he breaths out Flames and 
Terrors, and cauſes the ſtouteſt 
Heart to quake and tremble. As 
for Pax! he is rude in Speech, 
homely in his Expreſſions, and 
hath no Majeſty nor Preſence in a 
Pulpit : I admire therefore their 


Ignorance that are for him ; I am| 


for Apollos. A Third, I am for 
Cephas : How doth he ſtoop to the 
loweſt an4 meaneſt capacity! doth 
not Preach abont ſuch deep My- 
ſteries as Pax, nor with ſuch flaunt- 
ing Eloquence as Apol/los, but feeds 
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nus- with the ſincere Milk of the 
Word, and teaches ſo plainly that 


| the moſt Ignorant. may under- 


ſtand him : 1 wonder therefore he 
is no more followed, and that Payl 
and: Apollos are preferred before 
him: I am for Cephas, Thus we 
may ſuppoſe the Corinthiuns might 
Jangle among. themſelves, for which 
St, Paall lo (harply reproves'them 5 
and may not we take his Re-_ 
proofs to our (elves? are nat we_. 
apt to heap up to our {elves Teach- 
ers, and have Mens Perſons -in 
adnyration, ſo to value ſome, as 
unreaſonably to ſcorn and flight 
others, forgetting that they are all 
the Servants of Chriſt, deputed .- 


- and ſent by him, that in much Wiſ 


dom and Mercy hath given them 
various Gilts for the Edification of 
the Church; that as one is Eminent 
12 ſome reſpeds, fo in others tl;c:r 
ethren may exceed then.  « 
muſt conſider they all Preach: +':4 
D . Taine 


C 34) | 
fre Dorm, and dire& to the 
ſame way to Salvation 3 and its | 
more the fault of our own corrupt 
Hearts, tharr of the Mmiſter, if-we- | 
profit not by their Labours. & >+5d 
* 2. Be mach m Contemplation 
of the Love of God in Chriſt: 
" Fhis will blow np a holy Flame 
of Love-to him and all his Mem- {| 
bets 3. 'when we remember how | 
dearly and tenderly Chrift loves 
al hrs Saints, this wilt conſtrain us 
to lay aftde al Wrath and Bnter- 
res,” and live tn Peace”; ſuch a glo- | 
rrous precedent muſt needs bea | 
cogent Argument, and can hardly : 
- refiſted. Love and Peace is | 
very Imaye of 'our Heavenly | 
Father the Copy Chriſt hath ſet | 
US, -and the Leflon he hath writterr | 
for or Learning in'Lmes 
-_ + 7 of bigown Blood.” An 
> hearty kovetoGod will | 
engage us to be at peace with the 
whole fraternity of Chriſtians, 
Ve 
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' love them without Difdimulation. 
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3-. Make the great deſign of 


Religion yours, 2iz.. the advance- 
- ment of Holineſs, and recovery of 


the Image of God in the Souls af 
Men : Remember Religion is..not 
deligned meerly to., fill your Heads 
with airy notions ,,. to; . tip - your 
Tongues tor Diſcourſe, gr .cnable 
yow-to-talk plauſibly for the truth.z 
that it conſilts pot in little Specu- 
lative 'Opunons/,. or: Ceremoniqus 
Trifles-z but the great deſign of 
it 15 to-diredt us mn the government 
of our Paſſions, ſubduing our Luſts, 
and-;conquering-.the. kapediments 
that, hinder - our. Recavery: and 
Salvation, ; In a word, ' Religion 
conſiſts ina; penitent retuen to God 
by Faith in-Chrift,, and Obedience 
t0:his Golpel 3 lewus take this to 
be, ir. main buſineſs, then we ſhall | 
have ſo-much work yada at home, 
thatwefhallhavelictle inclination.to 
Pry into the Infirmities of others,qr 


quarrel with them.ThatMan would 
+ - 
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be eſteemed by all as bereav'd of 
his Wits, that ſhould be picking- : 
cautfleſs Quarrels with his Neigh- | 


bours about a Chip of Wood, or a- 


broken Hedge, when a Fire inhis | 


Houfe is conſurning his Goods and 


Children. We all ſtand on the: 


Borders of the Grave, and Con- 
finesof Eternity 3 our great bufi- 
neſs is to quench the Flames of 


Luft, which otherwiſe will pre--. 


pare us for Everlaſtmmg Burning», 
and therefore ſurely we ſhould not 
waſteour precious Minates in ſtrife 
and contention. ho: 2 
'g: Avoid Extreams in diſputa- 
ble Points. Every Truth lyes in 
the middle between two Falſhoods, 
and he that goes far from one is 
apt to ſlip into the other. After 
all the confilence and boaſt of dif- 


purters, there will be uncertainty 


1 leſſer Points, and when we tra- 
vel in uncertam Roads, *tis beſt to 
chufe the middle; here we may 
be 
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be fure to meet with Charity and 


{Peace, and very probably Truth 
{in their Company. The great oc- 
| cafion of onr Differences hath been 
| that Men have look'd ſo much at 


the evil of one Extream as to for- 
get the Error on the other fide ; 
like an ignorant Phyſician, who to 
Cure a Man of a dead Pallie caſts 


bir into a Phrenzy. I dare with 


1 ſome confidence affirm, that moſt 


of thoſe Diſputes, that are ſohotly 
agitated among Proteſtants, are in 
the Extreams, and-confiſt more in 
words than things, becauſe the . 
Curſe of Babel has iv confounded 

onr Languages, that though our 
Sentiments are mach the ſame, we 
underſtand not one anothers.mean- 
ing : And if Men would but hear- 
ken to calm diſpafifonate Reafon, 


t they mightſoon find out ſuch heal- 


ing Reconciling Principles, as 
would quickly make us one amon 

ourſelves, and aterror to our Ro- 
; | EY : o 1 
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miſh Adverſaries Let the AF 0 
files Counſel be in this ſenſe th 
fore. obeyed, Phil. 4. 5. Eaa 
Moderation be known unto all Ma 

5. Avoid unpeaceable Divider 

thoſe who make-it- their. work. 4 
foment Differences , and ſtir. up 
Strife, and ſow Seeds of Dilcori 

among. Brethren, a1 

Provis. 26, ty. - faid- to. be an abomi 

nation to the. Lozd4 
takeiupon them a-very ill imp! ay 
ment, and-carry On a celigh qu 

contrary to the Golpel of P 
and. therefore. are to be ty 
. that they may be aſhamed : Lipe: agak 
not this of my felf, but the Ape 
Paul is vey , carnelt in the; 
Advice , Row. 16. 17, 18. Now- 
befeeck. you Brethren , mark,. them! 

which ; cauſe Divi We hn Off enct: 

contrary to. the.;;; which. ix 

have learned, and, pros: Saw x 

they that are ſuch ſerve not our Low 

__ Chriſt, but their own Belly, ny 
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and fair Speeches de- 


6. Frequently joyn. together in 
the fame Exerciſes of Religious 
Worſhip : When Chriſtians - come 
wpether -in- the ſame - Afemblies, 


M this naturally tends to abate their 
q firangeneſs, calm their Spirits, re- 
M move unreaſonable Jealoufies and 
5 Sufpicions, and mclines them to' a 
4 Cordial Endeared Love. This was 


A « 
þ 


at means-of promoting that 


! hearty affection, which was among 


—— —_— 5. Dy, th ub _ 


the Members of the” primitive 
Church, They continu d fledfaſtly ins 
the Apoſtles DoGFrin and Fellowſhip, 
and breaking of Bread and Prayer © 
ABs 2. 42. And the+ fame -me- 
thod would retrieve that love and 
peace, the want of which hath 
erumbl'd us into parties, and been 
the unhappy occaſion of fo- many 
wofdl Efteds. Did: we bat more 
frequently reſort to the Houle of 
Prayer, more diligently hearken 
tO, 


(49) 
to, and more faithfully impeo 


Miniſterial Inſtructions, more reas 


dily ſabmit to Paſtoral Diſcipline F f 


more carefully watch over oneane- 
ther,, and more tenderly adviſe, 
and reprove, and edifie one ano- 
ther ; more ſolemnly pray with 
and for one another, and more 
conſtantly celebrate that uniting 
Ordinance, the Lords Supper, to- 


gether, we ſhould ſoon fee the 


+ Blefſed peac:ful efi:&s of ſo doing, 
Did Neighbouring Churches coun- 
ſel each other, and maintain mutu- 


al correſpondences for the ad-} 
-vancement of Love and Holineſs, ' 
eccafionally communicate toge- } 
ther, when convenient, and look | 


_ upon: themſelves, not as divided 
Bodies, or carrying on ſeparate Ia- 
tereſts, - but all united under the 


fame Head, ating according to-| 


the ſame Rule, and for the ſame 
end, this would engage us to mu- 
tual offices of peace, andweſbould 

| readily 


i 


_ a: a... be; 
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| what remains, but that we em 
| pradtice the Duties recommended* 


_ that have t oo waſted" and' con: 
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with the Apoſtle's 


T yHLA 
4 or: h Eph. 4. 3- Keep the nnity 


of the Spirit i in the Bond of peace. 

Many more TT. og 
added; -but theſe, if well | 
weeld quickly - exingih (ch RET 
Heats and Animoſities, which hai 4 
made Farth fo like to Hel! ; arfd. 
produce thoſe Heavenly Fruits of 
peice, which might create a Parte” 
diſe herebelow, -make the 


which' tn a 'very fad'fenſe is GP 


Militant,nearly reſemblethe Church 


Triumphant. 


And now Men and Brethren,, 


Then might we hope our 'Lafft 
would become a Goſhen, nok, "nf 
in reſpe& of Spiritual Light, butal-" 


| ſoofitsfreedom from thoſe Locuſts 


and Caterpillars, dividing Enfis, 


= us.” Blefled "be God that” 
th mn lo great a meaſare heal'd' 
E our” 


CY 
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our Breaches, and thus. far united } 


us together : May not we hope, 
that this is but the beginning of what 
God deſigns for us, like = dawn- 

mg of the Morning-in order to a 


+5” day2.. May not we hope, 


that thoſe Glortons Times are haſt- 


wage when the Lord ſball be one, 
bis Name oxes Tach. 14. 9. and 


that. that Promiſeis near 'its accom- 
moan, fe er. 32. 39- 1 will give 

one h Fa one way, that 
they muy me for ever, for the 
= of them, and of their bldren 
after them? May not we hope, 


that the Philadelphianſtate, which ! 


expet, now draws nigh, when 


/ ſome 
/ * , HyotherlyLove ſhall flouriſh,and be | 
gchlarg'd. How bappy would | 


ME if this/Lnion were yet more 
—_— if the Name of Reform- 
ed Chriſtian were only known, 
and all-thoſe divided Names laid 
alide, whereby we have been un- 


happily citing d ! By Maru 
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Compliances and Condeſcentions 
this- is no impoſlible Task. And 
who knows but this beginning may 
iſne in ſo happy a Conelufion? 
This may well be the ſubje& of 
our Wiſhes, and earneſt conſtant 


; 


Prayers. 


(44) 


"RE l 


John 13. 34- 


A new Commandment I. give unto you, 
that ye love one another, as I have 

loved you; that ye alſo love one 
another. 


' A Mong all the advantages of 
A... the Chriſttan Religion , 
wherein it exceeds the deteftive 
Rules of Pagan Philoſophy , and 
obſcure Inſtitutions of Moſes, there 
is nothing wherein. it more excels 
thin'in the Do&rin of Love and 
Charity; a Duty which is urgU 
in the plaineft Words, and preſ- 
ſed by the ſtrongeſt Arguments, | 
and made not the high qualifica- |} 
tion of ſome eminent Saints, but 
a neceſfary eſſential part of the 
> new. 


(45) 
new Creature : A Duty not,only 
neceſſary to ſome inferior ,,ules;, - 
but to all the great ends of Reli- 
gion, and not to. be diſpenſed * 
with on .any pretence : A Duty 
that is made. the Badg and.Cha- 
rater of Chriſt's Diſciples, and 
that which our dying Redeemer 
ſtritly charged hisFollowers to ob- 
ſerve; as in the Text, 4 mew Com- 
martd went I give unto you, that ye 
love. one another. 

Our Saviour knowing the time 
of his Departure wasnear at hand, 
m this Chapter gives his Diſciples 
- an admirable inſtance of 'his con- 
deſcending Love 1n .ſtooping to 
that {ervile Ofhce of waſhing their 
Feet : And this he did, on pur- 
poſe that they ſhould imitare; him, 
and not think the lowelt Offices of 
Charity for their 
Brethrens good, tad Yer. 13;14,15,28., 
mean and baſe for: | 
them. Afterwards having given the. 

" E 2 X- . 00p-: 
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* ; S Sop toJndas who went ont with an 


- Iitention to betray him, he tells 
his Diſciples of his fpeedy Sepa- | 
ration from them 3 and leſt they 
ſhould vt much caft —__ 1 
_ hear his Departure, he te 
oF em ba he ſhould be 
Fer. 31, 32. Glorified, and God the 
Father in him; 7. e. that 
he ſhonld give great diſcoveries of 
his Deity, and God 'the Fathey 
would diſcover the unfearchable 
- depths of his Wiſdom, inconcei- 
vable heights of his Love , ,and 
wfinite ſtritneſs 'of his Holineſs 
and” Juſtice by his Death , and 
advance him ftraightway to the - 
higheſt" degrees of Glory: And | 
then being filled with an affe&io- 
nate love to them, he ſpeaks as 
an induſgent Father to the Sons 
of his Love, Little Children, yet 4 
little while I am with you; ver. 33. 
and as if he ſhonld have faid, O 
my Diſciples whom 1 love with 
ro 


Fe; 
. - , 


2-1 


«TIN 
no leſs ardent affeQtion than a Fa- 
ther doth his darling and tender 
Infant z there remains but a'finall 
ſpace wherein I ſhall make my a- 
bode with you in the Fleſh, there- 
fore as I ſaid to the Hardened 
Jews , Whither 1 go, ye” cannot yet © 
come :  One#Requeſt 'and Com- 
mand { your dying Lord leave 
wich you, Let my Love to you be 

* the rule and meaſare of your 
Love to-one another. | 

A New Commandment 1 give nunto 

ON. | 
- There 1s fome difference among 
 Expoſitors concerning the Senſe of 
this Expreſſhon, 

Some render it this renewed 
Commandment, this Command 
that hath been almoſt obliterated 
by the corrupting Do&rims of the 
Phariſees, and falſe Gloſles of the 
Jewiſh Teachers, I now by my 
Doarin and,Example renew unto 
you.: Some by New, underſtand 

'E 4 moſt 
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moſi excellent: Thus we read of 
F YT a.New Song ;: a moſt 
al 23.3. excellent Song, of 
a+. 26.29 New Wine, of the 
moſt delicious fort 
and kind 3.9. d. Whatever :Com- 
mands you..negle&, be ſure to 
comply with this the moſt excel- 
_ lent: of all.- Subjects take care 
to obſerve the. New Commands of 


their Princes; .let your careful O. * 
bedience to this be as if it were © 


newly. promulged: So others un- 
derſtand it. 

A New Commandment, ſay o- 
thers , beeauſe we muſt be (till 
renewing it 5 Owe no Man any thing 
but to love one another, Rom. 13. 8. 
Fay all your Debts, bat: this 
Debt.of Love you mnft be al- 
ways paying and yet always OW- 
ing." | 

I rather think it is called a New 
Commandment, becauſe it is ex- 
pounded: after New manner, di- 

| rected 


o 


| 


4 
0: 
» 


F 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


} 
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reed: according. to 
anew'Rule, and re- -.. Biſlap Tillot- 
quiredinhighermea- 1,7.” ©; 
fures and degrees 

than ever before; for though this 


Duty. was -not wholly unknown * 


to Mankind before, yet never was 
tt ſo taught or encouraged 3 ne- 
ver was ſuch an illuſtrious exam- 
ple giveri of it , nor ſuch weight 


"and ſtreſs laid upon it in any for- 


mer-:Inſtitation 3 and 
ſpecial Meaſuresof Af, 4 72 4. 9. 
ſiſtance proper to Gof- 
pel times are vouchſafed to work 


-1t in our Hearts. So that it 1s as 
if our Saviour ſhould have faid, 


* Whereas it hath been faid, by 
% them of old time, thou« ſbalt 
* love thy Neighbouras thy (lf, 


* I give you a ntw- Rule, as 1 
| © have loved you, ſo love one ano: 
| © ther, after a more indea1ing man- 
' © ner than 'the Jews, \that the 
*. World: may fee -the-excelleney 


CA 
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<* of my Dodrin above that of 
<* Moſes Love bear an hearty e- 
* ſteem one for another, and 
* imploy your -felves im matual 
= of Kindneſs, as acknow- 
* ltedging one anorher to be Bre- 
_ * thren and Fellow Ditſciples. 
© As I have loved you 5, though 
* yon cannot love on= another to 
< ſach a degree, yet reſtify your 
* love by ſuch inſtances, and to 
* ſuch degrees as your nature is 
< capable-of, 

This is the meaning of the Text ; 
Chriſt came into the World to 
demonſtrate and exerciſe . his Fa- 
ther's Love and his own : Love he 
caine to kimdie im the Souls of 
Mens and therefore gives us this 
excellent Commandment. 

The Words being thus explain- 
ed} the Obſervation TI ſhall raiſe 
from them is this, y 

That i the laſt and great Com- 
mand of our dying Saviour, is, that 


Chriſtians 
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Chriftians -ſhoul® love one ano- 
ther, as Chriſt hath loved them. 

In Handling of which I ſhall ob- 
ferve this Method: 

r. 1 ſhall in ire who are the 
Objects of this Cha 

2. In what refpe&s muſt we love 
one another as Chriſt hath loved 
a _- -- 
3- Make ſome PraQtical im- 


| provement of the” whole Dit 


courſe. 


1.. The Objeds of this Love. 

I. There is a common Love 
due to Men as Men; all Men are 
God's Workmanſhip , 'bearing his 
natural Image, and capable of be- 
ing ferviceable to his Glory : 
Thus, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour 


 & thy ſelf ; all Men are our Neh 


bours, as partakers of the fame 
Nature and capable of the ſame 


+ Happineſs. Special love to Chri- 


ſtians 
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ſtians doth  nowdiminiſh, but eo | | 
Targe. our common love to Men: | - 
Wherever we (ce any part of Gods 
Image, we muſt loye it. Our Sa | 6) 
viour when .he beheld that rich |, 
young Gentleman, Mark, $0..21. | of 
he loved him; he could-not: but 
be well pleaſed with his Morality, 
though he was diſpleaſed he went | 
no further. Thus all the footſteps 
of Divine Goodneſs muſt betov'd 2 | 4 
Vertne even in an Heathen is co |, 
be admired : This will conſtrain | 1 
us to Pity, Pray for, and help all 

m diſtreſs, according oh our abi- 

Ity. We muſt not be like the 

__unconcerned Prieſt aid mercileſs 

Levite in the Parable, Lxke 10. 30. 

who paſled by the wounded Man, 

and would: nat relieve him, but 

Iike the good Samaritan, who 

ſpoke comfortably to him , fup- 

plied his Wants, and bound up 
bis Wounds. 


.2. There 


—_ 


— 


. Fra 


2. There'is a Love due to Ene-. 


mies. Other Mens Faults and Sins 


againſt'ns, give us no diſpenſation 
for the non-payment of this great' 
Debt of Natures Law, Loving all 
of the fame kind. Chriſt came to 
mortifie all Inclinations 'to Rage 
and Revenge, and commands At-. 
fetons and Words, and AGtions 
of Kindneſs and Benignity, to thoſe 
that have exprefled the contrary. 
mto ns: We zuſt love our Enemies,” 
Mz. 5. 44. be cordially. affe&ed 
towards them 3 with them all rhe 
good ,in the World 5 eſpecially 
when they moſt need, the good of. 
their Souls 5 Their Conviction. Re- 
formation and Amendment. Other 
Mens Ennnty muſt not pervert or. 
blind our Judgments, or hinder us 
from diſcerning what 1s amiable -in | 
them 3 nor muſt it corrupt. our Af- 
tetions, or hinder us from loving. 
what is traly lovely, We mult 
bleſs them that curſe us. ' Not _ 
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der reviling for reviling, but give 
them” friendly ape words, 
though they rail againſt us. We 
muſt do good to theme, feed and cloth 


them, if hungry or naked 5 reſcue | 
them if in danger; comfort them if 


in diſtreſs, and all without the leaſt 
Tin&ure of Malice or Revenge. 
We muſt pray for them: Forgive 
them our ſelves, and pray to 
toforgive them tov. Thus did our 
Saviour 5 in the midſt of his dying 
ontes forgets not this Teſtimany: 
Ot his Loveto hisimbitter'd Adver- 
faries, and with a generoſity be- 
 yond Example, pleads excuſes for 
their Sin, ſaying, Father forgive 


" #hems, for they know not what they | 


do, Luke 23.. 34. 
' 3. There isa ſpecial Lovedueto 
all whom we charitably hope to be 
true Chriſtians. To this we are di- 
reed by the* Text. Whoever 


makes a ſeemingly ſerious profeſli- 
onof Faith aad HolineG, and doth 


not 


'N 
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| make youl confident of his Sinceri- 


C55) 

diſprove it by a. contrary . pra- 
Bice, I ws oy the Name 
and ſpecial Love of a Chriſtian. 


| 'Tis Gods Prerogative to fee the 


Heart.z. Tis our Duty tq obſerve 
the Lifes and he that makes.acre- 
dible Profeſſion, and doth not live 


eſteemed as 2, Member of Chriſt. 
Though he differ from us in many 
Points, yet it be holds the Foun- 
dations of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
manifeſts the Grace of God: in his 
Lite, 'tis uncharitable for us to 
jadge heis not the obje of Gods 
ſpecit Love, and therefore it is 
unreaſonable he ſhonld not be the 
. objeQ. of ours. Though he be 
weak in Parts and Gifts, ſubje& to 
many Paſhons and. Infirmities con- . 
fiſkent with real Grace 3 though his 


Proteifion. reach not tg that heigth 
f 25-10 make hin Earinens,; and. his 


Converſation be not fo exat as to 


*Y. 
».*3 
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ty, yet' if he profeſs to be a'true 
Chriſtian, and live not in any Sin, 
which is the certainmark of an un. 
' behever, heistobe lov'd as Chrift 
hath loved us. Gods Love in- 
deed'is Guided by Infallibility; he | 
loves none with a ſpecial Aﬀe&ion 
bur fincere penitent Believers 3 but 
our Love muſt be guided by our 
own weak and falhble difcerning, 
Where we fee "the Fruits of -Piety 
mw Mens Lives, we muſt judge of 
the truth of their Graces according 
to the probability which thoſe | 
figns diſcover. Though all be not 
fo Eminent in Grace as Peter, James 
and John, yet as the weakeſt Dif-. 
ciples it ſincere are accepteÞ by 
God, ſo onght they to be em- 
brac'd by us. Chrift will not break 
the briited Reed, for quench the 
{moaking Flax. Norought we to '| 
defpie' the Babes m' Chriſt, but 
love them as Members of the fame 
Body; and Heirs of the fame Inhe-' 
ITAnce. | 2. In 


- 
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2. In what reſpe&s. muſt we - 
love one agother,, as Chrilt, hath 
loved us? 
Anſ.. Not in all Reſpects. Chriſt 
ſo loved us as to purchaſe. Grace 
and Glory for us. But weare not 


* capable of thus Loving one ano- 


ther. We cannot pay down a va- 
luable Tatisfaction for our own, 
Sins. , much leſs can we ſuper-ero- 
gate og purchaſe pardon for 0+. 


'thers. Our own Oyl .muſt be per- 


fum'd with the Incenſe of Chriſis 
Merits, before it can - make our 


Faces ſhine before God ;, and we 


baye ſo little for our ſelves that we 
kave none to ſpare for our Bre>. 
thren. Chriſt alone paid down a 
compleat ſatisfaction = them and, 


' us 3 nor can we love our Brethren 
. with an.cqual degree, of Love to 


|- what Chriſt did... He had: not the 


Spirit by meaſure, but the fulne(& 
of the Godhead dweltin him ;<and. 
therefore he lov'd us without 2 

Re Je 


( 58) 
ſinful mixtrre or imperfection ; 
but onr Love as well as other 
Graces admit of very great defedts. 
The word (As) therefore doth 
not denote<quality in'degree, bur 
| likeneſs m kind. OvurLovetoone | 
another tft bear ſome hkeneſs ' 
and reſemblance of Chriſts Love 
tO Us. 
:. In the Inward Properties of 


| LY 
2. In the- outward Exprefhons 
of it. | 

x. In the inward Properties of 
it. - 

7. Our Lovemuſt be fincere and 
unfeigned, as Chriſt's was. Chriſt 
did not Hypocritically pretend 
Love, or Dilſemblingly feign At- 
teftion to us, but fincerely lov'd us. 
His Proteftations of Equerwere alt ' 
real and hearty ; notjn Word and 
in Fongueonly, but in- Deed'and _ 
im Truth. Thusought our Love to 
be zithout D5//umnlation, _ 2-% | - 
| Pre- 


It. 


<a> + . 


.. CF 
A pretended Difciple indeed may 
like Judas kifs and betray, make 
large Proteftations of kindneſs to 
| the Saints, and under this pretext 
of Aﬀe&icn hide a malicious heart, 
and contrivetheir ruin.But the true 
Chriſtians Profeſſions 
of Loveas well as Pray- 2 Cr. 8.8. 
ersto God proceed not | 
from feigned Lips. / 

2.Ovr Love to one another muſt 
be fervent as Chriſt's was *Twas 
Love incomprehenſibly great and 
ardent, that brought our Lord 
from Heaven to Earth, carry'd 
him through the difficulties of Po- 
verty, Reproach and Scorn, ena- 
bled him to bear the contradition 
of Sinners, and the pain and ſhame 
of the Croſs; herein Chriſt as well 
as God the Father commended his 
love towards us, Rom. 5. 8. rett- 
dred it great and admirable bes 
yond all expreſſion or parallel, {z 
that while we were yet Sinners Chriſt 
F 2 died 


( 60.) 
died for us. * We muſt act accord» 
ing to this pattern, Love one ano- 
ther with a pure heart fervently, 
x Pet. 1. 22. Our Love muſt not 

be cold and indifferent, frozen or 
congeal'd 3 but we muſt entertain - 
a fervent Aﬀeion one for ano- 
ther. | 

 g- Our Love muſt beprevalling 
as Chriſt's was. Chriſt lov'd us a-' | 
bove. Gold or Silver, or Earthly | 
Pomp and Greatneſs, above his 
own Temporal Eaſe and Delight 3 
and was ready to. wade through 
Storms and Dangers, and Diffioul- 
ties for our ſakes. So mult welove 
our, Brethren, above our Carnal 
Intereſt, Honour, Wealth and 
Pleaſure, Thus Moſes evidenc'« 
his Love to the people of God by 
forſaking the dazling Honours and 

_ __ bewitching Pleaſures 

Kb. 11.25,26, of Pharaob”s Court 3 

| _* - and chuling Aﬀition 
with them rather than Sin, Thus 

Tu. mult 
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muſt we be willing to renounce 
our own Eaſe and Liberty tor their 
ſakes, when God and his Honour 
calls. . Nay we .muſt..Love-them 
' | better thanthe neareſt ungodlyRe- 

lations. - Chriſt lov'd thoſe that ' 
were related to him 1n the. Spirit,. 
| farbetter than thenear- 
eſt ungodly Relations. . 49+ 3. 35. 
according to the, Fleſh. — _ 
There is indeed a natural ſenſitive 
Loveand Propenſjon towardsnear 
Relations, and we are ordinarily 
bound 1n the firſt place to provide 
for them, ſupply their wants, and 
give them theſe oatward etic&ts of 
our Love :. But ſtill we muſt havea 
higher rational eſteem of the godly - 
and value their Graces above the 
moſt lovely nataral perfeftions of. 
others; and the beſt maſt be pre-. 
ter'd in point of Honour, though 
others may be prefer'd ia point of 
Maintenance. 

4- Our Love muſt be —_—_—_ 

an 
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and univerſal as Chriſt's was. He 
did not confine it to his ownCoun- 
trymen the Jews, and die to pro- 
cure Pardon, Graceand Glory for 
them only, but for ns Gentites alſo, 
while he was upon Earth: The Faith 
ofthe Centarion, and importunity 
of the Canaanitiſh Woman ( tho? 
Aliens from the Common-wealth 


of Iſrael) attracted his Eſteemand- 


Admiration 3 and where.ever he 
beheld the Grace of God and Image 
of Holineſs, helov'd it. 

Tis very obſervable, he is* more 
ſharp and ſevere in his InveRives 
againſtthe Phariſees than any other 
Perſons 3 becanſe' of their ſtingy 
narrow Spirit, confining Religion 
to their own particular Se&, "and 
ſcorning and deſpifing all that 
_ *werenot of their own Party ; as if 

all the reſt of Mankind were in a 
Reprobate Damnable State. 

Our Chriſtian: Love muſt thus 
reſemble our Saviours, It muſt. be 


” oa ae As os A 


enlargd | 
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enlarg'd to all Saints, to 

the whole Fraternity of 2%/em. 9. 
Chriſtians. . To be par- 77, i 1, 
tal in oor Love isa fign : 


tis unſound3to make our own Opt- 


njons the Shibolethto diftingnnh be- 
wweenatrue and counterfeit Chri- 


ſtian, is very unreaſonable. Where 


thereis a Profeſſion of the Baprif- 


| ma} Covenant, 'the Eflentials of the 
ChriftianFaith, and a Life in ſome 
e | meaſureanſwerable 3 we muſt love 
fach as Chriſtians, notwithſtanding 


their miſtakes and erroneous Prin- 
ciples in lefler pomts, We juſtly 


cotrdemn the Church of Rowe for 


confining Salvation to themſelves, 
and Damning all the World be- 


fides: Let us'take heed how we 
condemn our ſelves by contraqing 
the Church of God intoa narrower 
compaſs, leſtwe cenſoriouſly damn 
thoſe whom Chriſt will fave, and 


chaps place on higher Seats of 
-— p high 


Viory than our ſelves. We know 
| who 


- 
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Who it . was. that..ſa 
Lake 18.12 Lord, I thank t _} 
| 2M.not ag this Publ a, | 
when he: Wagnrally.l 12.2; far. wor | / 
condition:. Our .Loye.to. a Pay, 
muſt not blind 0 apr YR | 
pervert ougAﬀettions as to all uf . 
reſt : Keep up therefore an. mpans | 


tial univerſal Loye,toallpr 
4 ax © 7+ Chriſtians, _ Tack 
x Cor, Te ro. hate 2 
| +Taks, Jo 
ſtig matize t 
Heres, pho jf 
n hr Ry 
we p.ithe. Bebe accurſed, Im. 
ONE ro_ become. Acculers, of |! 
thoſe. that are. really Your Bre- F 
thren. | 
.5-.. Our Love muſt be prop 
on'd tothe degrees of [their ( 


C1857) 
be lov'd ON hy nag bur the- other . 
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$% how can we bearthe far more 
E. dent brightneſs of the Sun 
| | How unmet is he fo ihe A 


| more gr wet ies ad, lem 
. ve more % Is 


| TY bas nai; 
| 'Lo' becem 

j | wt _ rok mpathizings. © 

| could! not! refrain: fr 
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and Imprecations: He did not; 


"he was -unconcerti'd' {6 
f and filently borethe {lan 


his concern for Peter 3 
ron te looks,” | 
forrow for his Sin, 'and drew-'noe 
his Eyes away tHF he had'look' 
him into Repentatice. Nay, tho' 
our Heayl be now in Heaven, yet 
| he hath' a compaſſionate ſenſe of 

the Extremities of his Membets,and 
accoums al} the Afﬀeronts;. Perſecu- 
tions and Reproaches offer ito 


Y 


when” Sax (then a Perſecutor?) 
breath'd out nothing but Blood 
and Slaught progeny be ron, 


not once, but,.thrice, with Curſes 


regard him,.as he might juſtly do, 
fixh- 'a -perfidious 'Servant 3"'but | 


Te five Wiinelley*, yer he my 


by | 


them;"as> done: to'bimicIf. . - Thus 


QhhU una ,”m 6c eo aQurMoew mm 95A a” ae rs wan et A. at 9. ta 
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.t0- be in us that. was mwhint 5 
t | we _ to ſympathize with-our 
T | Fellow Members in diſtrefs, and 


Nope! pres ſcnfible of, ch 
trouble. - Thus we are .command- 
ed. to weep with them that weep ; 
pom. 15 To bear _ annherd 
dens, and ſo fulfil t wo 
Chriſt, Gal. 6. 2. Jer 4 
-g. Our Love muſt be conſtant. 
and abiding as Chriſt's love was 5 
riſt's loye to us was not*for a. 
L 6, of ime ; bur laſting, 


7 and 


ke — oe” © © I; be ey oe. 3, 
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wp - wainterrupted , 'He loved his 
own, and 'he (loved phemt0 thei t 
Joht 12. -4.-And the nearer hive | | 
Lenin, the higher marks of 'his| | 
Love did he give them 5, the fail | * 
ings and miſcarriages of 'his Diſci- 
fles Ui not remove his'Love, or 
cauſe him to Odrace” op a 


yF to , | 

bee. or leave the ok of our 
Redemption unfiniſhed '; 'but he 
fill Joved them to the- Death 
Thus muft we love ourBrethren, 
overlook their Fathngs ,” paſs-by 
their Infirmitics, admire what 46. | 
lovely, and negle&t what may cool 
our Aﬀections. This new 'Cart- 
Randment mul} be every day re- 


ne wed | 


 arer9ar” Hiteor erage | 


outward Expreſſions of i +. 

1. In the intumacies of . our 
Friendſhip and:, Familiarny | one 
wish-anocber 3 Chriſt :fo loves.all 
trye. Chriſtians, as to enter..into 


the Qricteſ bands of -amity with 


them 3 he is nearly united: to:them 
my Head and Husband,.and4 


galls. them-- his. Friends and ; his 
| G 4 Spoule 3 


—_ 
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Vpouſe's bob, Head and* they. 


iHb.7 OY *, Vine, "and as | 
A __ Branches : the Found | 
"rien, and they are the | 
well he Root, and they. are 


ee erties 


rit are "Anya to ther 3" he 
"Writes his Law m their Hearts, and 
\catifeth "them to' run in" the way 
A tour Ha 
Natures, /pardo 
nf ayer 


y ihterced 
It" prepares them by Grace for | 


Glory : He hath commnmon'with | 
them in his Ordinances, familtarly 
 converfeth' with them in'his Sacra» 
ments, and” is eontitually' fitting 
them for- that 'happy* Fellowſhip 
with Fiither 'Son' and Holy Spirit 
which glorified Saints injoy. While 
he'was on Earth, he feleQed fome 
few - Perſons "prepared them by 


Grace 


efron > Ge 


td '#tid WHI-bf: God 57 ro: them 
he” —C of 'his 


withthe Secietradiancoſhiclione, 
and familiar - Expreſtions . of his 
Friendſhip. Indeed he did.enter- 


| as* the peteso oor and was 


not known to be -Hypocriticabby 
\ any but. Chriſt himſelf; -and had 

not-'the wiſdom of God defigned 
by:his pork of cor Keegy the 
great work our RK (100, 
no doubt -but this Son — 
tion would 'bave''been 


| anddifown'd. - He didvindeed. cat 


with na. Phyſician, and 
not as their'Companion 3 did: not 
own them- for his Friends , but. 
fought. by-his- /boly Diſcourſe and ' 
= 1nd be ame: Mind oagn 
rout 
be-iftius/that was alfo in-kim, {155 -| - 
Though Chriſtanity allows noe 
moroſeneſs and civility towards 
others, yet all-needlefs familiaricy | 
with. Wicked: Men is. forbidden: 
Que EyexiGwiftsDevide. ought 
to- be: upon the ia the 
Eazd, Pal. 101. 6.-To: delightin 
wicked Company 'may juſtly fill 
vs with doubts of. our own: 


yet in+aate-of Death uf we de- 


Rm Ungodly. 'Comajou 
ctivuluies 
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= Imperial man We 
havea friendly regard / 


Chriſtians 5 and though (@tire; be- 


cauſe of their ey in\Grace, Ya 
fitablene&to:l8 Tem ver 


bourhood , andthe like' | 
may beour more intimate Friends: 


| iſ nec IRE 


{ cauſe 
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Bſal, 19.4. Profeſſors maſt eſpeci- 
_ SJ BK £0 be avaided.; but. | 

our, intimate Agquain= . | 
5 ought to.be. t _ 
the 


4d eo re Holy..an ru. | 
[more a! Ol ſhoul 


Lave , 'and Fart of his 
Death? and therefore he-prays for 


them ina,p« uliar manner ; For Pe- 


ter, he. prays or ſtrengthening con, 
firming,G 22..31-an and... 
he put bp a _ Prayer for his, 
Diſciples, and all- that ſhould ber | 
leve on him, Johz 17. that they: 
mi f 


(38) 

If the/Plalmiſt under..the 'old 
Law. pray d for. the'Peace of Je. 
rafgiens: Þ l. 122.6: T 9.3 67 
tions, neyer: to; forget 'her 3/ 
=L > great, doey { now the. 
by TRIO gomez ve 


A dnchrien, were bite to! | be” 
od%.:Remembrancers, and give 
11 "ſt rl he. otablſh nd. 


LI #0 ] 
ſurely' 58 
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ſuch; ſo far as not *to retnrn Evil 
| for Evil, to entertain! tio revetige- 


| fuf Thou hts, and perform all ge- 


'| neral Ofhcesof Juſtice and . Chari- 
vj ty towards them.” But a"Friend 
and: true Chriſtian- that hathbobs 


| fended us, and "returns to his-Fj- 


| delity, moſt beiforgiven 'and'n- 
p Fe treated and entruſted as a 
| Friend, if he gives ſufficient vii 
. ces of his Sorrow and Repen- : 
| 4 former Faults *: Fa of 

| 7 he rhe Friend of 273 
+] God, and ſball he be efteerned'hs' 
| onr Enemy ? Is God reconciled to 
| him, and ſhall we tilt retain our! 
Samity againſt - him 2: Sarely if 
| God be his reconciled Father, we. 
| olight to. be” his ' recondiled Bre.. 
1 thren alſo: Acconnt him'no longer 
Lan [Epoony, but a Brother beloved, 
em. I 


14/4. In'our Alms and: Bounty to - 
iz - Neceitoll. Chriſt chongh he 
1 hunfelf lived* on the Charity 

; "Y wa" A a ao # HE als others, 


[ 82 ) 
others, and bad not þ ſufficietit 
lupply for himſelf and Diſciples, 
yet -we find _ he did out of that 

| pittaiice give ſomething to- 
the PO 


das. Who 
Chriſt's F ants, bore the Bag, and 
Was. to dirburſe Mony for thoſe 
oy for. which his Lord deſigned 


When he went out after his r 
Peres g the Top » the Diſple 


cong he. was gone. her to. | 


men ons for the ap proach- 


i flover, or -to give /0 Fant hin | 


bY Poor, John 13.29 5 thereby 
ly ying it, was WF Saviour's 

=, "hag to. the Poor, Abd 

toved his Dor, Mem- 

beg thre rely ought to do lo Jike- 

wile : Thoſe who have a fruitleſs 

oye to Others, have but a fruntleſs 


-: Faith. to HENITY 
p, paced | 


Ts p- ,; 
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x 3. for in this Chapter 7 
'w the ras hv 
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oak a a Gm, HH. Vat ts bat. ans 


” 5 
not! whale 3 "their" ability, 
their” Profefiions'vf Religion” are 
vain! We'are bound indeed" to 

Tapply rhe” Watns'6f alt; event ore 


{#9-our bility and opporrapiti 
Bit 'to/"frue- Chriſtians, we 1are 
bo, to open oft hands/mote 


'botinitifu] : Doo rod to all, ofpdeva- 


Ws the Hou Faith, "Gals. 


- 


Joy, ty given ns ns Stock of 
;Worldly Goods, that we'mifhe 
lay them:out'on thoſe whom'Þro- 
Fidenice hath trade #1 

%otiyi Charity 5 he Inter 
*s"Jotic t6 Himſelf, witich is'dohe 
'to'his'Servarits and Chriſt's diſtreſ: 
'{ed Members. "Chriſt is reſolved 
"at {Ip ay of mr to anlaſt 


there» 
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we have opportunity But 'us 
owe a/ſpecral--degree "of Love *t 
Fellow Chriſtians, 'f6' we are eſpe 
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£ (Cor 
© ons, and the'Tike Sins. This maſt 
f b, | we alfoa& :" Smooth Flatrery is an 
4 Argument of HatrEd , and -neg- 
by 'kaing Reproofs when necefla- 
1 ry is a, piece of negative” Flat- 
=} tery 5 but. a fmart gcbuke is of 
Wm tntimes a great Argument” of 
{4 Levit. 19. 17. When there, 
MM fote we ſee our Brother Mee. 

from his way , 
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pderate Repr is) Go as Ip” 
lying Graces, and bring Him: 
Ghviftian Prudence and” Diſcretion 
is necefſary: Weare too apt to ag-. 
| gravate the failings of others, at 
extenuate our own far” greater'© 
fences, Therefore lerus'be hide 
ready to | hold" or own ftains, 


' q 

b- 

. than the leſſer ſpots of others, and 
; 


firſt cover our own nakedneſs be- 
fore we caſt thee Stones ihe roof 
t we 
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Suſpicions, without 
Biſhop Hepk/ns . certain knowledge of 
MY Zev. our Brothers offence: 
. This is to. ſhoot the: 
Arrow 7 before weſce the mark.” "fe 
weare not certainly a: d, either 
from; our” own perſonal. Know- 
ledge, 'or the aodenbted Teſtimo; 
hy of credible Witneſſes, that our | | 
Brother is guilty , our reproofs |: 
can oben i andour Cha- | - 
fering the Cure will not be 
| t as our uncharitable. 
br drawer Diſeaſe. Net» 
ther muſt we reprove ſharply for 
ſmall offences, for every unvolun- 
tary.flip. and falling: To dip our 
Reno in Gall and Satyr upon 
every little miſcarriage, is a piece | 
of itmpertinent officiouſne(s ,- and 
s we are very 'much ,in Love 
bas! (Rr Further, our Re- 
proofs 1 'mult_ be, ſea Pooabls, Prov. 
ng When our Brother is mot 
- calin'and” ſedate; * 
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ee Hs es LETS. VP.) 


_ muſtbegiven'in gentle Language, 


| that urgeth thee to- this-Otheo of 


hnſf'd and fill, and his-reaſon Re- 


ſeated on the Throne, as" Water 


falling on a Red hot Iron only 
canſes a great deal of noiſe and 


Aiſturbance, ſo Reprooks joſt upon 
the very a@of Sin, vp, qu 


thers Paſſions are in difbrder, will 
only caufe him to fume" atid frer 
the more. Moreoverour reproofs 


Gd. 6. 1. Rebukes in revilimg 
words look like the ut gs 
of an Enemy, and not Jike the 
kindnefs of a diſpleaſed' Friend. 
Nay, let not your Reproofs be be- 
fore others , 'leſt it alienate "thy 
Brothers Hear, and make him af. 
pet 'tis hatred and not” love: that 
pats thee tpon this tingratefirl” In: 
ploymentz but let them'"be be- 
tween him and thee None, - 
all the ſecreſie and F + $ | 
ble * That he may fee ris: 7 FIG 


Kindneſs ; ne good” Men” will 
hearken 
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(90) $| 
hearken and endeavour to amend 
whatever is amiſs, Pſal. 141. 5, 
Rebuke a Wiſe Man and he will loue 
a Prov. 9. 8. 

. In dying for one another, | 
The greateſt Teſtimony of . Chriſts 
Love was his ay for us, John 15, 
13+ Rom. 5. 8. Hereby perceive” we 
the Love of God,jn that he laid down 
bis Life for us, and we ought to lay 
down. our Lives for the Brethren, 
.x Jobx 3. 16... It Chriſt who was fo 
much exalted above us in Glor 
and Majeſty, did lay down -has 
Life for us, much more onght we 
to; dye for our Brethren, who are 
ofthe hon mould by Nature, par- 
takers of the ſame precious Faith 
by Grace, and heirs of the ſame 
Inheritance in .Glory. If Chrift 


dyed for £nemies and Strangers, 
a to Satan, and Rebels a- 
gainſt Heaven, ſurely we ought 
not to account it hard to dye. for 
—_ link'd to usby the neareſt 
Bonds 


.* / 
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Bonds of Union, Members of the 


fame Body, and belonging to. the 
ſame Glorious Head ; ſeeing Chriſt 
did not account his- Life too dear 


\ for us, we ought not £o account 


this command an hard or 
burden too difficulttobe-born.- 

« But this Dfity is only'to be: per- 
fog d when we are ſpecially call d 
to-it, and the- publick- good 'of 
Chriſtianity requires. it 3 to” 
down our Lives without ſach a 
Call is to become Murderersof our 


ſelves, and may be to the 


- and not the benefit | of - our: Brie. 


thren : For thereby we areinca 
citated from doing them wc y way 
ther ſervice in this World.- The 
at inſtance wherein we are to 
y.down our Lives for our Bre- 
nine, when we arecall'd to ſeal 
the 'Trath with our Blood. *The 
Glory of God and Spiritual Good 
ofour Brethren ought tobeſo dear 
to us, that we ought willingly ta 
123 Sacrifice 
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Lacrifice.qur Lives, rather. than-by 
any baſe.and. fatal — 
harden. [labehevers, unſetile weak 
| iy ics Chriſtians, or grieve 
Ee confirm'd Saints. © 
4 Somg Pradtical Improvement. 
E hall conclude all wich a word 


rtation. 
3... Lo.wy Brethren in the 
FN | havetaken agon me the O 
> of) FOTOS you in-remembrance 


hr ſelves the Meflen- 
wes iP of Peace, and Ambailadors of | 
, of. Love, -and/ are now 
CQme __ to-teſtifie our Love | 
to. a3cangther. Let as now there- | 
fore take up'an unanimous Reſolu- | 
| ;that-we will live together as: | : 
ynited Brethref, and imitate the 
great Example of our Lord Redee- 
men, who bhathgiven ns our Com- 
miſion. Let us not beſtrange or 
ſhy, or ſuſpicious-one. of another 5 
was me egvy, l-will or hard: 
thoughts. 
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thoughtsz Take- up any evil re- 
ports, or hearken to the Tales of 
Whiſperers and Backbiters, : who: 
makeit their Buſineſs to ſow Seeds 


| of Diſcord atnong Brethren :While: 


weall profeſs the ſame Holy Reli- 
gion, worſhip God after the ſame 
manner, and purſue the ſamede- 
ſign of winning Souls to 'Chriſtz 
why ſhould we be angry or. di 
pleas'd,” if perhaps we have notthe- 
ſame Sentiments in -ſome--leſler 
Matters of. difficulty 5+any -more 
than becauſe we are - not of the 
fame Age, Stature or Complexion? 
Why ſhould we envy one-anothers 
Parts, or Gifts, or Snc6eſ(s';-Orbe 


| . offended b&cauſe perhaps the AF 


* ſemblies of othe 
* than our own? ItSught to be our 


may be larger 


Joy.ifour Lord and: Maſters Work 
be carried on by others better than 
by our; ſelves 3- and we ought to 
embrace our- Brethren: for- their 
Piety,- Warmth and Zeal; and (be 
I 3 bighly 
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pleas 'd- that God makes: 


whack Glorious Inftraments for the: 


 _ Converffon of Souls. 


/ The Apoſtle Paw could ſay that 


-ſome-preached "Chriſt oue- 


oferivy and ftrite, Fhil. 13; 15,18: 


yet Chrift was' preached, and 


therem he did Tejoice 3 3 -yea, 
and would rejoice : We all 
preach -Chrift;, and & am perſwa- 
ded '\none of us with . contentious: 
Spirits: Ler'us therefore rejoice in 
one anothrs ſucceſs 1n the Work 
ofthe Miniftyz and make it our bu- 


fineſs roftrengthen one anothers- | 


Hands 1 the ſervice of our Lord : 


ket nor: our Love be Complemen-- | 


Bad. endo. ac p_—Y ng — 


tal and Ceremonious, Bpe let it be: 


real and heart _ becomes. the' 
Minifters of Ch 
prefs'd in all the inſtances fore- 
mentioned, ' by the Intimacies of 
our Friendſhip, by our carneſtand 

hearty 'Prayerss: by a readineſs to: 
- forbear 


He + WTTvT: 


2 Let it be ex-/ 


4 z 
F- 
FI 6 hay. 
F905 


(95) 
by ourkind Counfels and Admoni- 
tions, communicating” to each 0- 
ther that Light and Knowledgewe 
think we may have gain'd inthe 
Myſteries of Religion; by -our 
friendly-and yu Reproofs one 
of another, if there be occafionz 
by our hearty faithfulneſs in/ in- 
forming each other of our- faults, 
and directing how- we may beſt 
_ diſchargethe Work of the Miniſtry 
committed to us- Theſe, myBre- 
thren,are the great Duti@ God ex- 
pets from usz and the —_ 
of Chriſtianity forcibly engage us 
to'the performance of them. As 
we have therefore begun to- do 
thus, Jetus hold: on, that our Uni- 
on together .may be for the ad- 
lt of the Kingdom of 


preſage of a yer po mn more | 


( 96) 
out-the Land, and (if it be- Gods 
will) throughout the whole Chri- 
ſtian World. 


2. To. the: people, and ſhdeed 
tous all in-general.- Let-us'all be 
. perſwaded to the +practice of this 

Doty. The Plague of Uncharita- 
bleneſs hath - dangerouſly. Infe&ted 


the generality of Chriſtians, and |. 
therefore it concerns: every Mef- 


ſenger of peace to cry aloud and 
perſwadeMen to Love and Union, 
This was the dying command of 
our Lord and Saviour, and ſhall 


we negle&t it 2 How can we ex- | 
pea the: Legacies: and: Benefits he | 
'hath bequeath'd;. if we- omit the 


commands he: hath; given 2; That 
muſt be a very unnatural Son that 
deſpiſes the laſt words and com- 
mands.-of his. Father -pronounced 
with: his. dying; Breath.3: and. are 
not we ydproers u we hk 
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let the-dying Admonitians of onr 
Dear Redeemer 2. -WhenMen. are 
juſt departing out of. the, Wold, 
and (- eſpecially ew Men _) they 
uſe not to ſpend- their Breath a- 
bout Trifles, but ſpeak what they 
apprehend of greateſt moment, and 
what they defire may be more 
eſpecially regarded. OurLord Je- 


, fus did not trifle with us when he 
'was leaving the World: And 


therefore ſeeing this was one of 
his laſt Commands, we may be al- - 
fuc'd he laid great weight upon ut, 
and earneſtly deſired it might 'be 


\ | principally obſerved by his Fol- 


- | lowers. Nay, he himſelf makes 


ye have love one to ano 


t3- 35- Do you therefore ſhew 


| it the diſtioguiſbing: Chara&er of 
| his Diſciples: whereby they may '- 
» be known from allthe reftof the 


World.. By. this ſhall al Mer 


know that ye are my Diſciples if 
ther, John 


your 


E124} 
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(98) _ 
your reſpe& toyour Dying Lord, 
and makeit appear tothe World 
that you are his trae Diſciples 
by 's conſtant unintermitted Ex- 
exciſe of Love: to one: another. + 
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Books lately Printed for John Dun- 
| ton. 


Qical Diſcourſes: on Sickneſs md 
Recovery, in ſeveral Sermons, as 
they were lately preached ina Congre- 
gation in London, By Timothy Rogers, 
M. A, after his Recovery froma Sick- 
neſs of near two Years continu 


His Treanle- -Intitled, Early 
Religion. 


| he Vanity of Childhacd and Youth: 
By Danicl Williams Miniſter of the Goſ- 
Rs, | | 
T he Life and Death of the Renown- 
ed Jobn Eljer, the firſt Preacher of the 
Goſpel to the Heather in America. 
Written by, Mg, Cotton Mather, | 

Mr. Barkgrs Book, Intituled, Flores 
Intelleuales, or Select Notions, Sen- 
tences and Obſervations, Collected 
out of ſeveral Authors, 

Mr. Lees Joy of Faith. 

Caſuiſtical Morning-Exerciſes, the 
4th Yolume. By ſeveral Miniſters in 


and about Londen ; preached_in Otto» 
ad 168g, ; 


Books Printed or and Sold he bn ; 
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wOSoT of the Worlds-4 
fully evinced by ung 
foe ler of  Apparitions. _ 'F 


* which \davejaccly troubled the Churct & F 
by Explication, Siched at - 
moeh Difputing. By Richard Baxterd| © 
In Of@avo. E 
A Rational Defence of Nonconfar 
mity : Wherein the Praftice of Ny 
conformiſts is yindicated from 10- 
eng Popery, and ruiniffg the ch) 
to them by Dr. Srilling flee 
his Unreaſmablenef, of Separation. By 
Gilbert Rule; Miniſter of the Goſpel 
In Quarto. _ 
'The Harmony of the Divine Atty 
bntes," in the Contrivance and Accc : 
pliſhment of Man's RAEPong by thy 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, By T! .C rae. ls 
Twelves, | 


